
S.  

 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

June XX, 2026 

Received; read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

 

AN ACT 

To amend the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 to reauthorize the First 
Responder Network Authority, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. Short title; table of contents. 

(a) Short title.—This Act may be cited as the “First Responder Network Authority 
Reauthorization Act of 2026”. 

(b) Table of contents.—The table of contents for this Act is as follows: 
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SEC. 2. Reauthorization of First Responder Network Authority. 

Section 6206 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 
1426) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), by striking “the date that is 15 years after the date of enactment of this title” 
and inserting “September 30, 2037”; and 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H5E93C408BA1A44A2934C6089B2F0D6A0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H9E40C9B5654B45AC9D14C2D19E6FDEB0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H8BCCC97FF1284B6FABE437F1B6D41EF4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H9143FDC399194A6281E9062D1E80F3AF
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H63E23E6D9CCC40FEAD442BFDC90C45CE
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-HE4127C602F744B459FDE9240A20A8875
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-HD0C67811608049C78F4AE36F322D4C26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H45C1B47D2B474817A5692D06993DDCE9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H1C9A6505B9E54956AF786F748D621668
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H61299C77B5B94D20BEBD09F173E6F811
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H26A89BBEC703477287ACFF1D1DF23A4B
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7386/text#toc-H5BB20B5EA5AD48689BC35FF32BEB4FDA
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=47&section=1426
http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=47&section=1426


(2) in subsection (g)— 

(A) by striking “Not later than 10 years after the date of the enactment of this Act” and inserting 
“Not later than 7 years after the date of the enactment of the First Responder Network Authority 
Reauthorization Act of 2026”; 

(B) by striking “15-year sunset” and inserting “termination”; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: “Such report shall also contain recommendations for 
Congress and the NTIA regarding preparations for the expiration of any contract between the 
First Responder Network Authority and the FirstNet contractor with respect to building, 
operating, or maintaining the nationwide public safety broadband network.”. 

SEC. 3. Authority of the First Responder Network Authority. 

(a) In general.—Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 
2012 (47 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 6206— 

(A) by redesignating subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g) as subsections (e), (f), (g), and (h), 
respectively; 

(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the following: 

“(d) Authority of the First Responder Network Authority.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.— Subject to the approval of the Board, the First Responder Network 
Authority shall take all of the following actions without prior approval by the NTIA: 

“(A) ensure the deployment of emergency response capabilities and resources in the nationwide 
public safety broadband network to emergencies and disasters. 

“(B) Setting strategic priorities, conducting planning activities and overseeing daily operations, 
with respect to the nationwide public safety broadband network. 

“(C) Maintaining and updating the First Responder Network Authority Strategic Plan and 
Roadmap or a similar document with respect to the growth, evolution, and advancement of the 
nationwide public safety broadband network. 

“(D) Establishing performance expectations and investment priorities with respect to the 
nationwide public safety broadband network. 

“(E) Developing, adopting, managing, and executing  the annual budget and operations of the 
First Responder Network Authority and all network reinvestment decisions and task orders with 
respect to the nationwide public safety broadband network. 

“(F) Managing the device and application ecosystem with respect to the nationwide public safety 
broadband network. 
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“(G) Receiving reports from the Public Safety Advisory Committee or other advisory 
committees established by the First Responder Network Authority. 

“(H) Communicating with and conducting outreach to public safety entities, public safety 
associations, and public safety professionals. 

“(Ix) Reporting to and briefing Congress, in accordance with this subtitle. 

“(J) Such other actions as authorized by this chapter. 

“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this subsection may be construed to alter the 
requirement of subsection (c) of section 6208 that fees may only be assessed under such section 
if approved by the NTIA.”; and   

(C) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated), by striking “subsection (f)” and inserting “subsection 
(g)”; and 

(3) in section 6208(d)— 

(A) by striking “The First Responder Network Authority” and inserting the following: 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The First Responder Network Authority”; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

“(2) NTIA ACTION ON TASK ORDERS.—Not later than 60 days after the date on which the 
NTIA receives a written notification of a task order from the First Responder Network Authority 
with respect to the nationwide public safety broadband network, the NTIA shall execute the task 
order or such task order shall be deemed executed.” 

(b) Conforming amendment.—Section 6205(b)(2) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1425(b)(2)) is amended by striking “If” and inserting “Subject 
to section 6206(d), if”. 

(c) Applicability.—The amendments made by this section shall apply with respect to— 

(1) except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, actions taken by the First Responder 
Network Authority on or after the date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(2) in the case of paragraph (2) of section 6208(d) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1428(d)), as added by this section, written recommendations 
received by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 4. Board of First Responder Network Authority. 

(a) Section 6204(b) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as follows: 
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“(1) The First Responder Network Authority shall be headed by a Board, which shall consist 
of 15 individuals appointed by the Secretary of Commerce in accordance with paragraph 
(2)”; and 

(2) in subparagraph (2)(A), by deleting “(1)(D)” and inserting “(1)”. 

(b) Public safety professionals.—Section 6204(b)(2)(A) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1424(b)(2)(A)) is amended—  

(1) by amending clause (iv) to read as follows: 

“(iv) ensure that, on and after the date that is 3 years after the date of the enactment of the First 
Responder Network Authority Reauthorization Act of 2026, the Board includes not fewer than 8 
individuals serving as State, local, or Tribal public safety professionals in the fields of fire 
response services, emergency medical services, emergency management services, law 
enforcement, or 9–1–1 services, including at least one individual with membership in a union 
representing police officers or firefighters; and”; and 

(b) Vacancies and Staggered terms.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6204(c)(2) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 
2012 (47 U.S.C. 1424(c)(2)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking “3 years” and inserting “not more than 3 years”;  

(B) by amending subparagraph (C) to read as follows: 

“(C) The Secretary shall fill any vacancy within 90 days. Any member appointed to fill a 
vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which that member’s predecessor was 
appointed shall be appointed for the remainder of the predecessor's term.”; and 

(C) by amending subparagraph (D) to read as follows: 

“(D) STAGGERED TERMS.—In making appointments under subsection (b)(1)(D), the 
Secretary of Commerce shall ensure that the terms of office of individuals so appointed are 
staggered, as the Secretary considers appropriate to reduce the likelihood that the terms of office 
of more than 4 such individuals will expire at the same time.”. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by this subsection shall apply with respect to 
appointments made on or after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 5. Executive Director. 

(a) In general.—Section 6204 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 
U.S.C. 1424) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(h) Executive Director.— 
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“(1)(A) IN GENERAL.—The First Responder Network Authority shall have an 
Executive Director, who shall be a career appointee (as defined in section 3132(a) of title 
5, United States Code) in the Senior Executive Service and who shall be appointed by the 
Assistant Secretary from among 3 individuals nominated by the Board. The Assistant 
Secretary shall make such appointment under the merit procedures applicable to 
appointing such career appointees under subchapter II of chapter 31 of such title 5. The 
Executive Director shall report to the Board. 

(B) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Executive Director shall be removed 
from the position if sixty percent of the Board votes in favor of such removal.  

“(2) DUTIES.—The Executive Director shall do the following: 

“(A) Subject to the direction of the Board, manage the staff and operations of the First 
Responder Network Authority in order to ensure that the duties and responsibilities of the First 
Responder Network Authority are carried out. 

“(B) Serve as a liaison between the Board and the Assistant Secretary. 

“(3) ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEWS.—The Assistant Secretary, after receiving a 
performance appraisal from the Chair of the Board and any committee of the Board relating to 
governance and risk, shall conduct an annual performance review of the Executive Director.”.   

(b) Continuation in office.—Upon the date of enactment, the Board shall choose the interim 
Executive Director.  

SEC. 6. Components of nationwide public safety broadband network. 

Section 6202(b) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 
1422(b)) is amended, in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by striking “and initially consists of” 
and inserting “and consists of such technologies and services as necessary to enable secure, 
interoperable, resilient, and prioritized broadband communications for public safety entities, 
including”. 

SEC. 7. Flexibility in establishing fee amounts. 

Section 6208(b) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 
1428(b)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting “(or other period specified by the First Responder Network Authority)” after “for 
each fiscal year”; and 

(2) by striking “the fiscal year involved” and inserting “such fiscal year (or other period)”. 

SEC. 8. Reports to Congress on First Responder Network Authority. 
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(a) Additional matters to be included in First Responder Network Authority audit report.—
Section 6209(b)(2) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 
1429(b)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking “; and” and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the period at the end and inserting “; and”; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

“(D) an evaluation of the performance of the FirstNet contractor under the contract in building, 
operating, and maintaining the nationwide public safety broadband network.”. 

(b) Annual reports to Congress.—Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), as amended by the preceding provisions of this 
Act, is further amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 6214. Annual reports on First Responder Network Authority. 

“(a) Report on network matters.—The NTIA shall submit to Congress an annual report that 
includes information on cyberattacks, cyber defense efforts, and unscheduled service outages of 
all causes with respect to the nationwide public safety broadband network. Each such annual 
report— 

“(1) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may contain a classified annex; and 

“(2) at the request of the Board, shall include a statement from the Board with respect to such 
information. 

“(b) Report on adoption rates.—The NTIA shall submit to Congress an annual report on 
adoption rates, by profession and geographic area, with respect to the nationwide public safety 
broadband network that, at the request of the Board, shall include a statement from the Board 
with respect to such adoption rates.”. 

(c) Annual briefing.—Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act 
of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), as amended by the preceding provisions of this Act, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 6215. Annual briefings on First Responder Network Authority. 

“Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this section, and annually thereafter, the 
NTIA shall provide to the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a briefing on 
activities with respect to the First Responder Network Authority that, at the request of the Board, 
shall include the participation of the Chair of the Board (or a designee thereof).”. 

SEC. 9. Business continuity and disaster recovery plan. 
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Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 
U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), as amended by the preceding provisions of this Act, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 6216. Business continuity and disaster recovery plan. 

“(a) In general.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this section, and 
every 5 years thereafter, the FirstNet contractor shall submit to the NTIA for approval, and to the 
Board for review, a business continuity and disaster recovery plan to ensure rapid restoration of 
the nationwide public safety broadband network following an outage resulting from a natural 
disaster or other emergency. 

“(b) Timing of approval or request for resubmission.—Not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the NTIA receives a plan submitted under this section, the NTIA, in consultation with the 
Board, shall— 

“(1) approve such plan; or 

“(2) provide to the FirstNet contractor a written notice of— 

“(A) the reasoning for not approving such plan; and 

“(B) the timeframe and process, as determined by the NTIA, for resubmitting such plan for 
approval.”. 

SEC. 10. Outage notifications. 

Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 
U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), as amended by the preceding provisions of this Act, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

“SEC. 6217. Outage notifications. 

“In the case of any unscheduled service outage with respect to the nationwide public safety 
broadband network— 

“(1) as soon as practicable, but not later than 30 minutes, after the FirstNet contractor has 
confirmed such outage, the FirstNet contractor shall notify the First Responder Network 
Authority of such outage; and 

“(2) the FirstNet contractor shall provide to the departments and agencies that use such network 
a network status tool that provides timely information on such outage.”. 

SEC. 11. Submission to Congress of FirstNet contract. 

Subtitle B of title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 
U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), as amended by the preceding provisions of this Act, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
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“SEC. 6218. Submission to Congress of FirstNet contract. 

“Not later than 7 days after receiving a request, in writing, from the Chair and Ranking Member 
of the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives, or from the Chair 
and Ranking Member of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, the Assistant Secretary shall submit to such Committee any contract between the First 
Responder Network Authority and the FirstNet contractor with respect to building, operating, or 
maintaining the nationwide public safety broadband network.”. 

SEC. 12. Definitions. 

Section 6001 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 
1401) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (15) through (33) as paragraphs (16) through (34), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (14) the following: 

“(15) FIRSTNET CONTRACTOR.—The term ‘FirstNet contractor’ means the entity that, under 
contract with the First Responder Network Authority, builds, operates, and maintains the 
nationwide public safety broadband network.”. 

Passed the House of Representatives April 20, 2026. 
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