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The Honorable Gary C. Peters The Honorable John Cornyn I
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Peters and Cornyn,

| am writing on behalf of the members of the Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of our
support for S. 1316, the “Strong Communities Act.”

The community-policing model is based on officers being part of the communities they
protect. It means that law enforcement officers can respond knowing the social context of
their locality. Similarly, the public can then know and trust the officers working in their
community and see them as a source of protection and assistance. Officers who are not
familiar with or perceived to be part of their communities are less effective.

Your legislation would help build on the community-policing model by establishing a grant
program for local law enforcement agencies to assist in recruiting officers from their own
community. The agency would use grant funds to pay for recruits to attend a law enforcement
training program at an institution of higher education or a training program operated by
another agency at no cost, provided that the recruit agrees to serve in an agency in their
community for at least four years. This will help local agencies recruit candidates from their
own backyard and reduce the financial burden of their education.

On behalf of the more than 377,000 members of the Fraternal Order of Police, | thank you
both for your leadership on this issue. If | can be of any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me or Executive Director Jim Pasco in our Washington, D.C. office.

Sincerely,

Patrick Yoes
National President

cc:  Mike Sauger, President, Michigan State Lodge
Joe Adams, National Trustee, Michigan State Lodge
Clint McNear, President, Texas State Lodge
Frank Plowick, National Trustee, Texas State Lodge
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