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The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable John A. Boehner
Majority Leader Speaker of the House
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Harry M. Reid The Honorable Nancy P. Pelosi
Minority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator McConnell, Mr. Speaker, Senator Reid and Representative Pelosi,

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Fraternal Order of Police, and probably most
Americans, to express our frustration and outrage that what used to be two greatest legislative
bodies on the planet will allow a policy dispute to compromise the safety and security of our
country.

The previous Congress made a conscious, political decision to defer action of funding for the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) until the end of this month. I would also point
out that is five months since the start of the current fiscal year and that some of our nation’s
largest and most vital law enforcement agencies and functions are operating without FY15
funding in place. The House passed legislation in spite of a veto threat and the Senate is now
paralyzed and cannot even pass a motion to begin debating the bill. The entire process has
become farcical and no amount of political spin or blaming the other side is reason enough to
jeopardize the integrity of our nation’s borders or the safety of the public.

What kind of message does this send to the men and women in DHS who put their lives on the
line in defense of our homeland-three of whom fell in the line of duty over the past two years?

What kind of message does this send to our enemies? Our current threat level is “Elevated” as
threats from terrorists and other hostile organizations plan attacks on the United States and our
allies. Our Border Patrol and Customs and Border Patrol officers, not yet recovered from last
year’s surge of minors unlawfully entering our country by the thousands, now must redouble their
vigilance against more sinister penetrations. Yet our great democratic institutions are unable to
complete their most basic function—providing funding for the protection of our national security.
Just more than a decade has passed since the creation of the Department of Homeland Security
and today political partisanship holds hostage its operational integrity. This is a political
obscenity.
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I urge you all, as the leaders of this Congress, to work together and to fund fully the Depattment
of Homeland Security. This is what the American people elected you to do and this is your
obligation as Members of Congress. If you cannot, you may as well put out a welcome mat for
our enemies and others who would do us harm.

Si ely,

‘huck Canterbury
National President



